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THE REMISSION OF SIN. 


“ And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest; for thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lord, to prepare his ways; 


To give knowledge of Salvation unto his people, by the remission of their sins.”-- 
Luxe 1: 76-77. 


Tuus Zecharias, filled with the Holy Ghost, addressed his son 
just born. The natural affections of the father give way to the 
more €levated sentiments of the “ Man of God ;’’ and the gratifi- 
cation derived from the birth of one, who should “ comfort him 
concerning his work and the toil of his hands,”’ is lost sight of 
amid visions of the honors and perils clustering around him, as 
‘‘the Prophet of the Highest,’”’ and the Forerunner of the Lord. 

John’s early life was spent—not among the crowded population 
of the city—but in the deserts, where he waxed strong in spirit. 
His early habits were formed to self denial and patient industry, 
the spirit of devotion ever stirring within him, and prompting to 
unwearied labors for the salvation of men, through the whole of his 
short public career. Official duty as ‘*the prophet of the Highest,”’ 
no less than his cherished disposition, directed him to “give the 
knowledge of salvation” to the people of God ; or, in other words, 
to make them acquainted with the Saviour; to proclaim His long 
expected advent, and prepare them to receive Him. This prepara- 
tion consisted in breaking off their sins by righteousness, submit- 
ting to baptism in token of their repentance, and receiving his 
testimony of Jesus, as the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sins of the world. Nor without such preparation could the an- 
nouncement of His coming give them peace and joy, as is clear 
from the fact, that to the Scribes and Pharisees, and even to the 
nation at large, it proved but a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offence, over which they fell into perdition. 
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The blessings of the great salvation brought to man by Jesus 
Christ, are with propriety summed up in the single phrase of the 
text—*‘ the remission of sins.’ 


What is sin ?—Wherein consists its guilt ?—And_ how is it re- 
mitted ?—are important questions, suggested by the words before us. 


I. What is sin ? 

By an Apostle it is defined to be, a ‘transgression of the law.” 
A law is an authoritative rule of action, including both precept and 
penalty. The Law of God, that is, the moral law, binding alike 
all inteligent beings in heaven, earth, and hell, from everlasting 
to everlasting, is a code of holy precepts, to which just and ade- 
quate penalties are annexed; and the wilful violation of these 
precepts, is sin. ‘The Saviour has comprehended the whole law 
in few words; “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and thy neighbor as thyself.’’ Short and simple as this com- 
mand is, it embraces whatever of duty or obligation rests on man ; 
and the transgression of any one of the particular duties or obliga- 
tions involved in it, is sin. 

The law of God as a rule of action, applies to man, in all his 
conditions, relations, and movements. It extends its authority over 
the heart, and all its affections ; over the mind, and all its thoughts 
and determinations ; over the body, and all its voluntary actings. 
It bears directly on the various relations we hold to God, to our 
fellow men, and to ourselves, as the creatures of a day, and as des- 
tined to immortality ; and it indicates the duties resulting from 
these several relations, and binds us to the discharge of them, by 
solemn sanctions. 

Sin is variously denominated, agreeably to its various aspects or 
relations. There is the “sin that dwelleth in us,” the “ very 
wickedness” of the heart, sometimes called original sin, or the 
corruption of our moral nature, which, however it may be philo- 
sophically defined, means nothing more nor less than the evil prin- 
ciple, which “ works all manner of concupiscence,”’ and is invariably 
developed by every human being knowing good from evil. And 
there is actual sin, manifested in the conversation of men, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and the mind ;—serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one 
another. There are sins of omission, which consist in leaving 
things undone that ought to be done; and sins of commission, 
which consist in doing things that ought not to be done. Secret 
sins are those which God’s eye only discovers; and presumptuous 
sins are those committed in face of the world, and in opposition to 
light and conviction of duty. 

But the essential constituent of the abominable thing which 
God’s soul hates, is its voluntariness. It is an act which violates 
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the changeless obligations of man to his Maker; and it matters 
not, whether that violation be open to the world, o¥ concealed even 
from the eye of the sinner himself; whether it be committed only 
in the most hidden recess of the soul, or on the mountain top ; it 
is enough that it be committed, and that God’s eye sees it, and 
His law condemns it. If the heart is evil, all its movements, how- 
ever unperceived by our imperfect vision, are evil also, and de- 
termine us to be children of disobedience and of wrath. 

But—where are worldly anxieties, covetous desires, enkindled 
envy, pride, malice, or revenge ;—where are hard thoughts of God, 
rebellious heavings of the spirit against the purity of His character 
and the supremacy of His authority, repining under the adversities of 
His Providence, perversions of His revealed truth, or determined ef- 
forts to obstruet its course, and prevent its influence? There, sin 
holds dominion. And, where are evil surmisiags, perverse disput- 
ings, and fierce contentions ; where is truth violated, deceit indulged, 
hypocrisy maintained, error defended, viee encouraged, and whole- 
some civil law trodden under foot; where are vain amusements 
vindicated, idle imaginations cherished, men of profligacy honored, 
the profanation of God’s name and sacred institutions connived at, 
the rights of the poor disregarded, the prayers of the humble de- 
rided, and the labors of the godly thwarted? There, sin holds do- 
minion. All these, and many more, are violations of the great 
law of love, and seek not only the derangement, but tend to the 
overthrow of that perfect system of order, which Divine wisdom 
contrived in the beginning, and which, but for the apostacy in the 
garden of Eden, had rendered man in all his generations, as happy 
and glorious as are the angels about the throne. 

This then is sin; a violation of the known and eternal law of 
God—a law, holy, just, and good, in all its requirements, and 
threatened inflictions on the transgressor. 


II. Wherein consists the guilt of sin? 

By guilt is meant desert of punishment, or, prior liability to 
suffering. When in a criminal court the Jury bring in the verdict 
—‘ Guilty,”’ they simply affirm the aecused to be deserving of the 
penalty of law—in other words, that he has incurred the obligation 
to suffer. And thus will all the world be brought in Guilty before 
God, in the last great day. The sinner will be placed before the 
tribunal. Witnesses from heaven, earth, and hell will be sum- 
moned. The evidence will be clear as heaven’s light. An im- 
partial verdict will be rendered. Declared “Guilty” before an 
assembled universe, his own conscience will approve the deeision, 
and he will be speechless. 

Sinners may be pardoned, and their character and destiny for 
eternity changed, on other principles than those of law. Thus 
Saints in glory are absolved from the debt they owe to justice, 
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while yet, under the consciousness of ill desert, they ascribe their 
salvation to the simple fact, that Jesus hath put away sin, by the 
sacrifice of himself. In the eye of the law they are still guilty, 
and will remain so for ever. No lapse of time, nor elevation of 
character or condition will annihilate this fact. 

Guilt, or the obligation to suffer, is proportioned to the magnitude 
of the offence, and not, as some argue, to the length of time em- 
ployed in its commission. It may require a longer time to perpe- 
trate a fraud on property, than to take away a man’s life; or, to 
execute a plan of slight mischief, than an act of deep bloody vil- 
lany. But the guilt of an offence is always estimated, even 
among men, by the nature and extent of the obligations violated ; 
and the obligations to respect a man’s life are as much greater than 
the obligations to respect his property, as his life is of greater 
value than his property. Hence, murder, the greatest of human 
offences, involves, in the light of nature as well as of Revelation, 
the desert of capital punishment, while theft and a thousand 
petty frauds, involve only the just punishment of fine, imprison- 
ment, or stripes. 

It will not be questioned, that God is an infinite Being; nor, 
that His law is the transcript of His nature, as well as the rule of 
His administration. Nor can it more be questioned, that the obli- 
gation to observe and honor His law, is coextensive with His Be- 
ing, and as sacred as are the rights and happiness of all intelli- 
gences under His government; it is as much greater than the 
obligation to respect the rights and happiness of our fellow men, 
as God himself is greater than man; it is infinite. But every sin 
against God violates this obligation, as clearly and directly, as 
violence against the property or blood of man, violates the obliga- 
tions imposed by civil law, to respect the rights of our fellow men, 
to their property and lives. 

Look at the same matter in another light. The evil of sin is 
proportioned to its actual influences and legitimate tendencies 
combined, or the system of universal order. How bitter and dis- 
astrous are its actual effects, I need not say; and, no one conver- 
sant with the history of a world often deluged in blood, and always 
agitated by evil passions, filled with tears and groans, subjected to 
pestilence and famine, to fear and anguish in all departments of 
animal life, need be told; nor wil] any one who reflects on his own 
sorrows, and those of the limited circle in which he moves—on the 
frequent disquietudes and alarms, disappointments and mortifica- 
tions felt by himself and his intimate friends, require instruction as 
to the poison-breathing influence of sin upon all that’ is precious 
in human enjoyment. Still, to all these evil influences of sin on 
present happiness, bounds are fixed by the decree of Jehovah, 
and His arm is stretched forth to arrest and turn back the swelling 
tide of human calamity. ‘‘ Hitherto shalt thou come but no 
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farther; here shall thy pride be stayed.”’ Its tendencies, however, 
are not thus changed. Restraint curbs them, but destroys them 
not. To God alone are they fully known. No finite mind, 
though large as Gabriel’s, can comprehend them. But it is safe 
to say, that were sin uncontrolled in its progress, it would stop 
at nothing short of a depopulated heaven, a ravaged’ universe, a 
wide spread conflagration of all the material works of God, and 
of the very throne on which He sits. Such are its inevitable 
tendencies, in all the forms, degrees, and circumstances of its ex-: 
istence. Love alone, armed with omnipotence, prevents such 
results, and rears the barrier which the eternal foe of God and 
man cannot overleap. 

Nor is the guilt, or ilf desert of sin, at all dependent on the 
threatenings of God against it. Had no threatening been issued, 
while yet God’ had revealed himself as a holy and almighty Sove- 
reign, and the friend of universal order, the same essential obliga- 
tions to holiness had rested on man, as now. The revelation of 
His purposes, whether of mercy or of wrath, makes no difference 
as to the desert of the sinner. God, as his Maker, has a perfect right 
to his obedience, even though He promise no reward to it, and 
threaten no punishment to disobedience. He has, indeed, been 
pleased to declare, that He will punish the persevering trans- 
gressor with everlasting destruction from His presence; and al- 
though this, like every other discovery of the Divine purposes, 
may ilustrate and enhance the obligations of men to obedience, 
they do not create those obligations; and independently of all 
such disclosures of the Eternal mind, men are bound to obey per- 
fectly, the whole revealed will of God. I repeat it, then, the 
threatenings of God against sin, form the clearest proofs of His. 
benignity and love ; they are startling testimonies of His infinite 
benevolence ; they are gracious declarations of His compassionate 
honor for the welfare of thcse who hate Him; and as such, they 
ought to be believed and honored, instead of meeting the unbelief 
and contempt of the rebellious heart. 

O, how vast are the obligations of men to love and obey 
Jehovah! Resulting as they do, from the changeless relations of 
the creature to the Creator, and of the subject to his rightful Sove- 
reign ; enhanced as they are, by every development of the Divine 
character, and by every promise and threatening designed to illus- 
trate the principles of the Divine administration and enforce obe- 
dience, man is bound to acknowledge them cordially and’ unre- 
servedly,—to admit that every violation of them, involves the 
desert of punishment, and that wrath even to the uttermost, may 
justly be poured out on every transgressor. 


III. How is sin remitted ? 
It is plain that the fact of its commission can no more be ‘de- 
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stroyed, than any other fact in the history of God’s Providence. 
Remission is not annihilation. And the phrase, ‘‘ remission of sins,” 
whenever employed, imports simply, the cancelling of the guilt of 
sin, and the removal of its legitimate consequences; or, the be- 
stowment of pardon, on such grounds as at once secure the honor of 
God, and save His government from just reproach. 

The remission of sins, or their forgiveness, is the prerogative of 
God alone. The keys of death and of hell, are with Him. He 
openeth and no man shutteth, He shutteth and no man openeth. 
The interpretation of any Scripture to the contrary, is perversion. 
Hence, when Christ asserted the power of forgiving sins, the Jews 
at once understood Him to assert His Godhead, and exclaimed, 
“ who can forgive sins but God only ?”’ as when the child offends 
the parent, the parent only can forgive him; and, as when the 
citizen violates the law of the land, the supreme authority of the 
land, only, can remit his punishment ;—so when man offends 
against God, and is constrained to cry with David, “against thee, 
and thee only have I sinned,” God alone can grant forgiveness. 

But without this forgiveness, there is no salvation. Salvation is 
based on reconciliation toGod. There can be no reconciliation to 
God, while a debt of ten thousand talents remains due to Divine 
justice, no more than there can be a reconciliation of the convicted 
criminal to a human government, while his guilt remains uncan- 
celled. Pardon must be granted him before he can return to his 
allegiance, and render an acceptable obedience to the laws. ‘Then, 
he is secured from the sentence of the law, and placed in his former 
relations to the government and his fellow citizens. So it is with 
him who sins against God; he is first forgiven; then reconciled, 
purified, and saved with an everlasting salvation. 

But this reconciliation cannot take place without the imterven- 
tion of a Mediator. The honor and stability of the Divine govern- 
ment allow the sacrifice of no principle lying at its foundation ; 
and if its fundamental principles are to be maintained, it must be 
at the cost of some sacrifiee to violated justice ; and that sacrifice 
must be such an one as will clearly show, that while the Lord 
delights in mercy, “ he will by no means acquit the guilty.”” Man 
has no such sacrifice to offer. ‘ Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall 
we give our first-born for our transgresston—the fruit of our body 
for the sin of our soul?” God will not allow the sinner to escape 
the difficulties in which he has involved himself, with impunity. 
The dispositions of His heart forbid it. His truth forbids it. The 
security of all holy intelligences forbids it. Amd the whole 
scheme of the Gospel evinces it to be His first and great concern, to 
vindicate His holiness and truth—to maintain inviolate the origi- 
nal principles of His governmen t and even in the method propos- 
ed for the sinner’s pardon, to give the clearest possible exhibition 
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of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and of the fixedness of His pur- 
pose, that not one jot or tittle of His law shall fail. 

Hence, the disclosure of that primary principle of the Gospel, 
«¢ Without the shedding of blood there is ne remission; ” a prin- 
ciple well understood by the faithful, even throughout the Patri- 
archal and Levitical dispensations. ‘‘Then,” says the apostle; 
‘almost all things were purged with blood ;”’ and the sacrifice of 
calves and goats, though it could not of itself take away guilt, was 
yet a lively type of the great sacrifice of the cross, by which sin is 
expiated and forgiven. Christ is “‘ able to save unto the utter- 
most, these that come unto God by him;” because “he is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners ;”’ because He is 
«* Emanuel, God with us,” combining the divine with the human 
nature ; and because, not needing “ first to offer sacrifices for him- 
self, all the virtue of His sacrifice belongs to the people. The 
infinite dignity of His character, His spotless purity and boundless 
compassion, combine to fit Him perfectly for the mediatorial office. 
‘‘He was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our ini- 
quities.” ‘* He gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil world.”” “ He was delivered for our offences, 
and raised again for our justification.” ‘‘ He was made sin,” or a 
sin-offering, ‘for us, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” Such area few of the numerous testimonies of 
the Holy Spirit to the fact, that there is no salvation for the 
sinner, except through the sufferings of another, inhis stead. God 
cannot exercise pardoning mercy without an atonement. His own. 
glory does not permit Him to save the sinner, except as the broken 
Jaw is first magnified by the shedding of innocent blood. But the 
shedding of this blood, so far from annihilating sin itself, simply 
opens the way for God to remit the punishment due to it, with 
safety to His government, and to deliver the sinner from its further 
power and fatal consequences. And, unless the sinner be deliver- 
ed from the plague of his own heart, and the corruptions of this 
present world, and made a partaker of the holiness of God through 
faith in the Son of His love, he has no share in the blessedness of 
the pardoned sinner. 

The whole revelation of the Gospel may be summed up in few 
words. Man isa sinner. The law of God condemns him. He 
has no power to annul that law, nor evade its execution. Christ in- 
terposes, not to break down the law, but to magnify it by yielding 
himself to its curse ; he offers himself, a saerifice of sweet-smell- 
ing savor. ‘This sacrifice is accepted of heaven. This remisssion 
of sins is proclaimed in the ears of the whele world, and pledged 
to every individual accepting the overture. ‘Whosoever will, © 
let him take the water of life freely.’ ‘He that believeth shall 
be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

Does the question arise—‘* Why then are not all men saved?” 
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The answer is obvious :—they do not accept the proffered “ remis- 
sion of sins.” And, if it be further asked, ‘‘ How know we that 
any do not accept this remission?” I answer—We know it, be- 
cause many do not repent of sin, and receive Christ, or, obey the 
Gospel. ‘These are the divinely appointed tests of acceptance ; 
and the most charitable application of these tests to multi- 
tudes of mankind, shows clearly that they do not wish the proffered 
remission, and of course have no interest in the great salvation. 

The plan of mercy proposed in the Gospel is broad, strong, and 
glorious; broad enough to reach, and strong enough to sustain, the 
entire population of the world, from Adam downward to his latest 
born son; and glorious enough to fill the Eternal mind with de- 
light, and call forth shouts of loftiest praise from the myriads of 
heaven, while eternity endures. And the difficulty in the way of 
the salvation of man lies, not at all in the plan of mercy, but 
wholly in the sinner’s aversion to the plan. Let him cordially 
consent to the law as holy, just, and good, abhorring himself, and 
repenting in dust and ashes; and let him yield his heart to God, 
and cherish the meek and self. denying spirit of Christ, and his 
guilt shall be remitted—he shall be saved. But let him ask for 
salvation, while he indulges the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life, and he asks for what he knows no- 
thing of, and for that which God cannot bestow, more than he can 
repent or lie. The salvation of the Gospel is nothing more nor 
less than deliverance from the love, the power, and practice of sin ; 
and of deliverance from the pains of eternal death. While under the 
dominion of the god of this world, it knows nothing. Hence it is, 
that the revealed plan of salvation, while it fills every pure mind in 
heaven and earth with rapture, has no glory in the sinner’s eye, 
and brings no joy home to his heart; he turns away from it with 
disgust—pronounces it unworthy of God, and frames another and 
better plan in his vain imaginings, on which he reposes in quiet- 
ness, till God says, “this night shall thy soul be required of 
thee.” 

What ifthe sinner complain ? It is without reason. He has 
nothing to lay to the charge of God, for He is long suffering ; nor 
has he anything to Jay to the charge of the law, for the Jaw is 
holy, just, and good; nor has he anything to lay to the charge of 
the Gospel, for the Gospel is full of grace and truth. Aside of 
himself, there is nothing in the universe of which he ‘has reason 
to complain. He is his own worst enemy. Ifhe tread under foot his 
own mercies, and obstinately reject life and salvation, and urge 
his way to perdition against all the remonstrances of God and con- 
science, under the promptings of a heart of unbelief, he but de- 
stroys himself. Even Satan can have no power over him beyond 
his own consent, for he is no sooner resisted than he flies; and the 
seductions of evil men are harmless as the flickering light of the 
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glow-worm, apart from his own evil inclinations. All’ his difficul- 
ties lie within. He will not come to Christ that he may have life. 
He will not sell.all that he has and give to the poor—hold his farm 
and his merchandize, his pleasures and his honors, in subordina- 
tion to the treasures of heaven, and come and follow Christ.. 
This is his destruction—brought down upon his head, by his own fol- 
ly and perverseness. Let him put away the evil of his doings, repent 
of his past transgressions, and fall at the feet of the Lamb, slain 
from before the foundation of the world, and he is at once absolv-. 
ed from all the claims of Divine justice to his blood. But so long 
as he continues in sin, he is exposed to endless wrath. The sen- 
tence of condemnation is already upon him, and through the for- 
bearance of God only, is its execution delayed. He has no plea 
to urge in arrest of judgment. ‘To the promises of God he has no 
claim, for they are given. only to the broken-hearted and believ- 
ing. And he has no advocate to appear in his behalf. at the right 
hand of God; and at the last tribunal, he must stand naked and 
alone, trembling and unbefriended, to hear the final doom— De- 
part thou cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. We learn the source of all true consolation in this vale of 
tears. 

There are two immutable things in which it is impossible for 
God to lie, viz.: His promise and His oath, sealed by the blood 
of the Great Forerunner, who hath entered into that within the 
veil, securing strong consolation to all who have fled for refuge to 
lay hold on the hope set before them; and it is a consolation 
which the world can neither give nor take away. They are made 
accepted in the Beloved, and are freed from the law of sin and 
death. ‘Their iniquities are forgiven, their sins are covered, and 
they rejoice in hope of the glory of God. ‘‘ Who shall lay =a 
thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. 
Who is he that condemneth?”’ ‘In all things we are more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us.” And this consolation 
abounds, in proportion to the simplicity and strength of faith—the 
uniformity and entireness of obedience—the fervor of the soul’s 
aspirings after God, and the cordiality of acquiescence in the Divine 
purpose to maintain the claims of His law, and the majesty of His 
government unimpaired, at any expense to offenders. Indulging 
hope, sustained by evidence such as this, the Christian can fear- 
lessly breast all the storms of life, hold at bay every enemy of his 
peace, and triumphantly exclaim, “I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor poy oy nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
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other creature, shall be able to separate me from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

2. We learn the vastness of the believer’s obligations to Christ. 

“Ye are bought with a price,” saith the apostle ; a price more 
precious than the gold of Ophir, and all earth’s treasures. It was 
the blood of the incarnate God, and freely paid. Infinite conde- 
scension marked the act. It procured a suspension of the law’s 
immediate demands on the transgressor—a space for repentance— 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, to convince of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment, and the reversion of an inheritance, incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. And who can comprehend 
the extent of such obligations? Immeasurable are they, as the 
heights of heaven and the depths of hell! But for this love of 
Jesus, no light had fallen on the darkness of the grave, no hope 
had cheered the gloominess of man’s pathway thither; no joy in 
his prospective triumphs over hell had arisen in his heart, and 
no crown had awaited him at God’s right hand! O! for more 
than an angel’s tongue to celebrate his praise! 

3. We learn the fearful infatuation of those who turn away 
from Christ and look elsewhere for support and consolation. All 
beside is vanity and vexation of spirit. All else, is disappoint- 
ment and sorrow, trouble and anguish. What though they per- 
suade themselves that they are not the vilest of the vile, and even 
that their virtues are many? Still,the law of God condemns 
them, declaring “ every one cursed who continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them.” And what though 
they persuade themselves that God is too merciful to punish His 
enemies and avenge himself of their transgressions ; it is still true, 
that vengeance is His, and He will repay fury to his adversaries, 
banishing them into everlasting destruction from His presence, and 
the glory of His power. And what, though they flatter them- 
selves with peace and safety, because the bounties of heaven are 
so richly lavished on them that they have not where to bestow 
their goods? It is still true, that like Dives, they may hereafter 
lift up their eyes, being in torment, and vainly implore a drop of 
water to cool their tongue tormented in the flame. And what 
though at present they have no corroding of ccnscience, nor dis- 
tressing fears of death and future judgment? still, their condition 
is fearful ; for they are not the first who have been given over of 
God to strong delusions, to believe lies, and who have no bands in 
their death, and are yet doomed to feel the gnawing of the worm 
that never dies, and the intenseness of the fire that is never 
quenched. ‘The word of the Lord standeth forever. ‘ Evil pur- 
sueth sinners.” 

Christ is all in all. His love is wonderful. His riches are un- 
searchable. ‘To him alone man turns His eye with safety. “ Be 
it known to you,” my fellow sinners, “that through this man is 
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preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him all that 
believe are justified from all things* from which they could not be 
justified by the law of Moses; and, if ye despise Him, remember 
there is salvation in no other; “ there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, which shall 
devour the adversaries.”’ ‘‘ Beware, therefore, lest that come 
upon you which is spoken in the prophets, Behold! ye despisers, 
and wonder, and perish.” ‘Turn away from the opening heavens, 
whence cometh the voice, “This is my beloved Son, hear ye: 
him ;” pour practical contempt on the bloody scene of Calvary, 
whence issues the prayer, ‘Father! forgive them, they know not 
what they do;” and thus “ grieve the Holy Spirit of God, where- 
by any are sealed unto the day of redemption;” and the door of 
salvation is shut against you, your doom is.sealed, to the world 
where is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth for ever! 
And, must it be so! Will you fling salvation from your arms, 
embrace the world and death, and plunge into hell, in despite of 
all that Infinite Love can do? O! forbear—look to heaven— 
listen to the pleadings of the Cross—throw yourselves down at 
the feet of Jesus, and LIVE FOR EVER. 


SERMON CCCCLXXY. 


BY REV. JOHN MARSH, 


Cor. Sec. of the American Temperance Union. 





RELIGION THE TRUE ELEMENT OF REFORMATION, 


“ There is one Lawgiver.”—James 4: 12. 
© In the name of our God will we set up our Banners.—Psarims 20: 5: 


‘T'ne present is an age of extraordinary activity and progress in the 
arts and sciences. The facility of communication with distant places 
is amazingly increased—intelligence is diffused with lightning 
swiftness, and no small part of the hard labor of human life is 
dispensed with, through the application of mechanical power. It 
is no less an age of active and enlarged philanthropy. The evils 
of man’s social state are more clearly seen and, perhaps, deeply 
felt, than they were by those who have gone before us, ond a 
general and powerful movement is made to reform, improve, and 
elevate society. All classes are professedly engaged in this great 
and good work—all classes, under whatever banner enlisted, are 
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professedly fighting the battle, of humanity, reform, freedom, so- 
cial happiness; and if war is waged and territory acquired; if 
China and Mexico are trampled in the dust, and the thrones and 
— of Kings are overthrown, it is all declared to be for the 
ultimate benefit of mankind. And yet there exists in the great 
army of reformers such a diversity of character, object, and mode, 
that it is impossible to regard them as one, or anticipate anything 
like concert of action or unity of result. Some go forth entirely 
in their own wisdom and strength, inscribing on their banners, hu- 
manity, reason, liberty, love, universal brotherhood ; others, feeling 
their weakness, ignorance, and utter insufficiency, and their need 
of light and strength from above, exclaim, ‘‘ Tuer 1s one Law- 
GIVER,”’ “IN THE NAME OF OUR GoD WE WILL SET UF OUR Ban- 
neRS.” With such, the religious element is the soul of philanthro- 
py ;—their main dependence is on it; and sooner than refuse to 
honor and magnify it in the prosecution of this blessed work, they 
will let their right hand forget her cunning, and their tongue cleave 
to the roof of their mouth. 

Of the correctness and superiority of their position, we might feel 
assured from the simple consideration, if we had no other, that, 
until the coming of Jesus Christ, the world knew not what phi- 
lanthropy was. With all his noble endowments, which elevate 
him above the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, man, 
untaught of God, never feels for others’ woes and never mourns 
over human vices. If pity and compassion form any part of his 
constitution, they lie buried under a mound of selfishness and bru- 
tality; and hence, even the virtuous heathen could throw their 
living, but unneeded offspring, into pits and graves, and carry out 
their aged and infirm to the river’s brink, to be devoured by the 
jackal and the crocodile. And hence, also, in the heathen 
world, was never known an almshouse, a hospital, or an asylum 
for the suffering. And hence, too, no work of moral reform, 
within our knowledge, was ever undertaken, where the Gospel 
was not preached. To the religious element then, history says 
we must look as the basis of true philanthropy ; and if philanthro- 
py now pleads, in this day of light, for an independent basis, it is 
in robbery of its parent, its fountain, its divine original. 

But that religion lies at the base of all true philanthropy and 
moral improvement, and that in every work of refermation and 
well-doing, “in the name of our God” we should set up our banners, 
may be made more distinctly to appear from several considerations. 


I. All true philanthropy and moral reform lie eternally in the 
bosom of God. Gopis Love. And while for near six thousand 
years sin has reigned, and our world, which came beautiful from 
the hand of its Creator, has been filled with wailing and Jamenta- 
tion, His infinite heart has followed it in all its wanderings and 
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paths of guilt and sorrow, and, with sacrifices, before unknown to 
principalities and powers in heavenly places, He has sought to re- 
claim and save it. Of the means He has used to effect this great 


object, we need not now speak. They are all concentrated in 
the gift of His Son. 


“The ransom was paid down ; the fund of heaven ; 
Heaven’s inexhaustible, exhausted fund, 
Amazing and amazed, poured forth the price, 

All price beyond.” 


And a multitude whom no man can number, redeemed out of 
every nation and tongue, already stand washed, sanctified and 
glorified before the throne. This is God’s great work; not to create, 
but to reform and save; to destroy sin; to relieve wretchedness, 
and to bring a world, lost, condengned for ever, back to its original 
purity and glory. And is there another work of love and moral 
renovation like it and not of it? It is base coin; vile pretension. 
To undertake to do good without God, independent of God, un- 
mindful of God ; to say, who is the Lord that we should recognise 
Him in our labor of love !—what is it? It is not merely Atheism ; 
it is worse,—it is to despise God ; to reject God from His own en- 
terprise ; it is to place ourselves in His place, and raise a trophy 
to the creature which belongs only to the Creator. 


II. God is the Lawgiver, and in Him alone do we find the true 
principles of reform. 

If men go out to battle, they desire to go under the direction of 
one who wil teach their “hands to war” and their “ fingers to 
fight.” To enlist under the guidance of one totally unacquainted 
with the military art and whatever would ensure success ; of one, 
especially, who would plunge them into a thousand difficulties and 
dangers, would be folly and madness. But who has the requisite 
wisdom to reform this world? Who knows how to meet the 
“ prince of the power of the air, the spirit that works in the children 
of disobedience,” and foil him in all his attempts to ruin man? 
Who is able to explore the depths of human depravity, and to 
teach the devices of man’s heart, and turn him from his wickedness, 
and bring him back to the love and service of his Creator? Where 
shall we go for the law of reform? To heathen philosophy ? 
To the blood and sensuality of Mohammed? To the cold- 
hearted speculations of Hume and Bolingbroke? To the old prin- 
ciples of French brotherhood, pronouncing death an eternal 
sleep? To socialism, disrupting all the ties which God and nature 
have constituted? To the very highest wisdom of man, amid all 
the lights of civilization and Christianity, while yet unsanctified, 
and controlled by the heart of wickedness? We know of nothing 
we can trust; of none in whom we may confide, but Him who 
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made the heart and knows all its treachery. ‘‘ Out of Zion goes 
forth the law.” After thousands of years of trial of all that human 
wisdom and philosophy could accomplish, the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles exclaimed, Where is the wise ? Where is the Scribe ? Where 
is the wisdom of this world 2? Hath not God made foolish the wis- 
dom of this world ? “'There is one Lawgiver, that is God.” He 
only knows what law is good; He only has authority to dis- 
pense it; He only can impose binding sanctions. 


III. In God alone is our strength. 

All social evils, as war, intemperance, licentiousness, have their 
deep foundations in the desperate wickedness of the human heart. 
They are not like the natural ills of life, which result from a vio- 
lation of the law of man’s physical nature, and which may be reme- 
died by a due submission to those laws, with or without regard to 
the divine Lawgiver ; but they are the outbreaks of human passion 
which will not be controlled; which neither argument, nor en- 
treaty, nor authority, nor regard to the highest personal good, for 
time or eternity, can curb or check. Were the heart as it should 
be, true in its allegiance and holy in all its impulses and affections, 
obedience to God would be, not merely the ruling principle, but 
passion of the soul. In heaven the angels and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, need no compulsory pqwer to secure obe- 
dience. All, all are swift in executing the divine pleasure. But 
not so on earth. Here are treason, rebellion, stubbornness, infi- 
delity, blasphemy. Here, range all the furies of the pit, and in 
war, intemperance, and lust, they find their element. Attempts 
to subdue and root them out by human skill, by weapons drawn 
from human armories; through appeals to the dignity of 
human nature, and the desirable perfection of human society, 
always have proved and always will prove, unavailing. As 
there is one Lawgiver, one Counsellor, so there is One to whom 
all power is given in heaven and on earth, and in whose strength 
and that alone, the outer and inner man can be thoroughly revolu- 
tionized. ‘I, if I be lifted up,” said the divine Saviour, “ will 
draw all men unto me.” When the Apostles went forth pro- 
claiming the love of Christ, they carried with them not only a free 
salvation, but a power to break the chains of the captive, and to 
root out the dominion of tke Devil. The world were} astounded, 
as they saw men not merely put off their ancestral religion, forsak- 
ing and destroying their idols, but change all their habits and re- 
nounce their sins; the fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, 
thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners, becoming holy 
men and holy women; no longer running to the same excess of 
riot with others, but from an inward principle, dead to the world, 
mortifying their members upon the earth, putting on as the elect 
of God, holy, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suf- 
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fering, forbearing one another and forgiving one another, living to 
God and living for heaven ; and sooner than go back to their sins go- 
ing to the stake and expiring exultingly in the flame. And that same 
power, the power of the cross, continues. In India, it can break 
down caste. In Africa, root out the slave trade. In the Isles of 
the sea, change the cannibal into a being mild and gentle as a 
lamb. In the dark forest, convert the savage warrior and make 
him the peaceful husbandman, singing praises to his Creator. In 
the land of light and science and civilization, where man lifts his 
proud front against the Almighty,—humble the blasphemer, 
reform the drunkard, prostrate the infidel, break the chain of the 
slave, make man ashamed of war and brutal triumph, open the 
hand of the miser to the most bountiful liberality, and fill every 
heart with gratitude and love. Going in the strength of the Gospel, 
there is nothing too great or difficult for us to accomplish. 


IV. The religious element alone, furnishes an irresistible and 
permanent motive for action, while it is the only one which will 
ensure perseverance in those reclaimed from vice. 

On the Atheist’s supposition, that there is no God and no here- 
after, no responsibility to a higher power for what we are and 
what we do, and that man’s acts and character reach not beyond 
the grave, of what consequence is it to us, except as the peace and 
order of society are concerned, whether men are virtuous or vicious, 
sober or drunken, saved or lost? and, of what consequence to us 
to what standard our own actions conform, so long as they gratify 
our appetites and passions? Unless men have faith in God and 
faith in what He has revealed as the Lawgiver and Judge of the 
world, the only helper and Saviour of sinners, they will slumber in 
profound indifference ; let the heathen world perish in igno- 
rance, and the whole human race lie under the wrath and curse of 
God. And if they can escape the penalty of its violation, they 
care for no law, physical or moral, human or divine. It is only 
when the heart is filled with love to God that it breathes love to 
man; only when it desires and seeks the glory of God, that it ab- 
hors itself as vile and detests vice in every form; only when it 
burns with a spirit of holy philanthropy, that it would extend to 
every soul on earth, salvation in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

The religious element was the main spring in the philanthropy 
of Howard, who reformed the prisons and dungeons of Europe 
for the outward comfort of their miserable tenants; of a Clarkson 
and Wilberforce, who would root out the slave trade, that inhu- 
man bondage might terminate for ever; how much more is it of 
necessity the element in which the man must move who would re- 
form either individuals or society of vice and wickedness. And 
let men be reclaimed from no higher principles than mere worldly 
well being, momentary comfort, pecuniary gain, respectability in 
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society (and we acknowledge they may be), yet what can bind 
them against the strong force of appetite and passion ? What cares 
the reformed inebriate when the tiger appetite rises afresh, and 
the avaricious vender says, ‘‘drink and be happy, you can take care 
of yourself ;’? what cares he for worldly well-being or pecuniary 
gain, or reputation, or family ties, for life or death, heaven or 
hell? Nothing at all. If he has not the fear and love of God 
implanted soon in his heart; if he remains a stranger to true re- 
pentance for all his sin; if he has no faith in the blood of atone- 
ment for forgiveness ; if all the goodness of God to him in rescu- 
ing him from the drunkard’s hell, does not lead him to serve a 
better master, who will sustain him in the hour of conflict, little is 
his chance that he will not go back “like the dog to his vomit, and 
like the sow that was washed, to her wallowing inthe mire.” It is 
worse than idle, therefore, it is vain and presumptuous, to think 
a moment of prosecuting any moral reform without religion. 
Without religion and religious principle, no moral enterprise ever 
did or can flourish. ‘The repeated failures in the attempt, while 
the heart is in the midst of congratulation, should make the most 
bitter enemies of godliness, ashamed of their efforts. 


V. The glory of every moral reform and philanthropic enterprise 
belongs to God, For, it is “‘ of Him, and through Him, and to Him.” 
But what glory has He in a mere worldly benefaction, commenced 
and carried on without Him, and perhaps, in dispite of all His 
teachings. The attempts of many of the philanthropists and so- 
cialists of modern days to do good, remind us of the magicians of 
Egypt, who, when they saw the wonders which the Lord did, 
went and did likewise with their enchantments. Not only the 
morals of men have been reformed, but the new heart, in pretence, 
has been created, and instead of the song, ‘‘ Not unto us, but unto 
thy name be all the glory,” man has appropriated to himself the 
praise of both moral and spiritual renovation. O, it is sweet to think 
that God will have the glory that is His due, when all ‘ the ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion, with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads.” Then, when the whole work 
of redeeming this world from sin and sorrow shall be'complete, and 
one universal reign of peace and joy shall be established, then it 
will be seen and felt, that every victory over sin has been gained 
ef God; that He and He alone, has checked the proud dominion of 
iniquity ; that every chain has been broken by His power; every 
renewed soul changed by His Spirit, and every saved immortai 
carried forward by His strength, through faith, unto salvation. 

In view of our subject, we see, 


1. Why and how, it is that a multitude of schemes for the moral 
reformation and improvement of the world, have proved abortive. 
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They have had no solid basis; no authority ; no power, even if 
for a moment they have touched the heart, to bind the conscience. 
They have sprung, perhaps, from feelings in some sense honorable 
to our nature. ‘The tide of wickedness and woe, which has rolled 
over our race, has in every age extorted the cry, cannot something 
be done to make man better, more wise, more virtuous; to break 
chains which bind him ; customs which debase him; and to restore 
him to the nobleness and dignity for which he was created? The 
effort has been put forth in schemes of the most glowing and promis- 
ing philanthropy, but overlooking the great truth that man’s 
moral nature is corrupt at the core, that his misery proceeds not 
from natural causes in man’s power to heal, but from a fountain of 
wickedness within, ever full and raging, and which can be re- 
strained and dried up or purified only by divine power, the power 
of the Cross. Overlooking, or disbelieving this, philanthropists 
have toiled and labored, advanced and receded, like the ever rest- 
less waves of the ocean, leaving scarce the impress of their foot- 
steps behind them. The stern moralist, demanding what the 
world, without God, would call perfection, has often had the sad 
mortification of finding all his efforts at reform, fruitless. ‘ For 
twelve years,” said the great Chalmers, the twelve years in which 
he preached, without an experimental acquaintance with the Gos- 
pel of Christ, “‘ for twelve years I expatiated on the meanness of dis- 
honesty, on the villany of falsehood, on the despicable arts of calumny ;. 
in a word, against all those deformities of character which awake 
the natural indignation against the pests and disturbers of society. 
But during the whole of that period in which I made no attempt 
against the natural enmity of the human mind to God, while I was 
inattentive to the way in which it was dissolved, while Christ was 
scarcely ever spoken of, though I certainly did press the reforma- 
tion of honor and truth and integrity among my people, I never 
heard of any such reformation being effected among them. If there 
was ever any thing at all brought about in this way, it was more 
than I ever got an account of. I am not sensible that all the vehe- 
mence with which I urged the virtues and proprieties of social 
life, had the weight of a feather on the moral habits of my parish- 
ioners.””? Such as would make the world wiser and better, with- 
out God the Saviour, are blind leaders of the blind ;—“both will 
fall into the ditch.”’ 


2. We see why and how the Church is God’s great reforming 
power in the world. So she is spoken of by God himself. ‘“ Ye 
are the salt of the earth, the light of the world.” ‘‘ Out of Zion goes 
forth the law. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath 
shined.”? ‘The Lord is great in Zion, and He is high above all 
people.” ‘ And of Zion, it shall be said, This and that man was 
born in her, and the highest Himself shall establish her.’? The 
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Church is God’s living law; His visible truth, His living, walk- 
ing, attractive example; His spiritual host; the vital power and 
life-giving spirit, which sets in motion every effective attempt to 
bring back this world to God. It may be corrupt, as it often has 
been; and when it is not, it may fail to do its duty. We speak of 
it as God has established it. It is, then, the great centre of moral 
influence. And, believing in God, trusting in God, and breathing 
out the spirit of Him who came to reform and save it—the church 
can overturn mountains of difficulty ; subdue kingdoms of wicked- 
ness, and speedily bring on the reign of the Prince of Peace. No 
evil is so great, be it war, or slavery, or drunkenness, that it can- 
not entirely eradicate it, when its full and united action is enlisted 
against it. And as no enterprise of philanthropy or work of re- 
form, can well succeed without the co-operation of the Christian 
church, so none can well succeed against the church. Let the 
church set herself against any scheme of benevolence, withold the 
sanction of her authority, and oppose it us at variance with the 
word and Spirit of God: let her by doctrinal teaching and ecclesi- 
astical action, uphold war, or slavery, or intemperance, and hard, 
if not impossible, will it be, to strike down and root out these enor- 
mous evils. 


3. We learn again, where, and where alone, lies our hope of 
the permanency and success of any great moral reformation. It 
lies in the religious element. If it has not this element, it will 
die. It is atheistic, and God will blow upon it. It is without 
sanction, and does not bind the conscience. It seeks no bless- 
ing from on high, and therefore, none will be imparted ;—it will 
pine away and perish. 

It was in the action of the church, in other words, with reli- 
gious men, acting on religious principle, having thereligious and mo- 
ral interests of menin view rather than their temporal thrift and pros- 
perity, that the temperance reformation was commenced and car- 
ried forward. Our Beechers, Chapins, Hewitts, Edwardses, with 
their compeers, leaders of the sacramental host of God’s elect, 
were the men who laid its foundations. Philanthropy and patriot- 
ism soon came to their help, and pressed it gloriously onward, each 
finding in its results, a rich compensation ; but in the religious ele- 
ment, lay its strength. It was the child of prayer, the offspring 
of love. In its defense, the pulpit spoke out its thunders; in 
converting men to its principles, it used its kind, inviting voice ; 
and, to impart strength and perseverance, with few exceptions, 
every ecclesiastical body in the land, gave it commendation and 
bade it God speed. This is matter of history ; none the less true, 
because unknown to some, forgotten by others, and denied by 
many. ‘The record is on high, and will be owned of Him who 
suffers not a cup of cold water, given in the name of a disciple, to 
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lose its reward. And here, is all our hope of its continuance and 
success. 

We can, indeed, conceive of such a work, once commenced, 
being carried forward for a season, by the mere force of philan- 
thropy and patriotism. Many a heart destitute of all religion, has 
deeply felt the evils of Intemperance, as it has the evils of 
cholera, or the ravages of war; and when looking at the mise- 
rable inebriate, poor, degraded, the prey of tormenting thirst, and 
dying on his bed of straw of delirium tremens, or when wandering 
through almshouses and prisons, it has there seen the miserable 
victims of the cup, reduced to beggary or excited to crime, torn 
away from all the joys of home, drinking deep of sorrow and in- 
flicting upon the community unendurable evils, it has exclaimed, 
O blessed reformation! roll onward thy wheels of mercy and 
speedily accomplish thy work. 

The Washingtonian movement, was an outbreak of philanthro- 
py, of pity for the miserable, compassion for the fallen, kindness 
for the destitute and abandoned, such, perhaps, as the world never 
saw. Nor, was it unmingled with true religion. Men, there 
were, most laborious in it from the highest principles of love to God 
and love to men, and, whose memory wall be fragrant, while earth 
shall endure; but others there were, who officiously mounted as 
charioteers, separating it from the church and all religion, ele- 
vating it as even more efficacious for good to man, and giving it a 
character and position which forced out the co-operation of the 
Christian church, leaving it where it soon dwindled and perished. 
Socialism has now come to the support of the cause ; secret organi- 
zations, sustained by that most popular of all operations, mutual 
assistance in the day of want. But if the religious element is 
wanting, even this well compacted system, through the depraved 
principles ever active in the human breast, will burst asunder, or 
be perverted to something which will take far stronger hold of its 
enrolled thousands, than the simple and self-denying work of 
moral reformation. God’s Spirit alone, can give long life and 
health to any scheme of philanthropy, and God’s power alone, 
can secure a full triumph over the depravity of earth. Hence, 
we say, 


4, That on the church as wielding the religious element; the 
church, God’s great reforming power in the earth, the temperance 
reformation has an undeniable claim for its life and success. Should 
it be abandoned by the church and the ministry (and in some places 
it has been), and find no refuge but under the banner of socialism 
and philanthropy, and be sustained only by human sanctions and 
man’s devisings, it would soon expire. ‘The church might complain 
that it had fallen into other hands, but on none could she cast the 
blame, but herself. She had no right to yield it to other hands. 
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God had called her in his providence to nourish, and protect, and 
carry it forward until it had done all its blessed work in the earth. 
She might plead that she did nothing. That would be her condem- 
nation, bound as she is, todo everything in her power. She might 
think lightly of her act, but blood would be in her skirts. All the 
blood that would flow from the thousands and tens of thousands 
rushing to the drunkard’s grave; yea, her own blood. In leaving 
the temperance cause to perish, the church would be guilty of a 
suicidal act. Doing nothing to stay the ravages of the demon, is, 
in truth, inviting it to feed on our own vitals. Amid the most 
active and well-devised aggressive movements, the church can 
never expect an entire escape. Some minister may fall at the 
altar; some communicant bring disgrace upon his profession ; 
some child, dedicated in faith and prayer, be seduced away to 
fill a drunkard’s grave. Let intemperance prevail, and what will 
become of the Sabbath? what of the house and worship of God? 
what hope will there be of the conversion of sinners? what, of 
pure and effective revivals? what, of the conversion of the Heathen, 
and subjection of the world to the dominion of Christ? To each 
and all, intemperance is most directly antagonistical. On the 
subject of missions, hea? Archdeacon Jeffreys, of Bombay, “I 
am persuaded,” says this venerable man, ‘from many years of 
past experience, that God will not bless the cause of missions on this 
side of India, with any extensive success, til] the missionaries of the 
Cross take up the thorough temperance principle. On receiving 
the converted Hindoo into the Christian church, if the Missionary 
does not exhort them to continue in the same pure (abstinence) 
principles, in which they have been educated from their youth, 
and set the same example in his own person; if he once loosens 
the cord or puts the stumbling-block before their weak conscience, 
by even the sight of intoxicating liquor upon his own table, a flood 
of Intemperance, with all its crimes, will come in upon the infant 
church and spread over India, and all our missionary efforts will 
end in the whole, a curse and not a blessing to the country.” To 
herself, therefore, as well as to this cause of philanthropy, to the 
world, and to God, is the church answerable for the course she 
takes. She must sustain it in the way in which she alone can do 
it, by infusing into it the religious element, and making it, in her 
own body at least, a religious as well as moral and philanthropic 
work. We do not say, that she must require the temperance com- 
munity to conduct all their concerns religiously, and thus make 
them forbidding to men of the world. We do not aver, that every 
thing shall be done according to the strict letter of the word of God, or 
the strictest rules of sect. It is not for her to require, but to give ; 
—zgive at all times and under all circumstances, her full and cordial 
co-operation. Private and public sympathy, individual, family, 
christian, and ministerial influence, should all be in favor of tem- 
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perance. Opposition, prompt and decided, should be shown to every 
thing that favors Intemperance. We would have every church in 
Christendom, known as a temperance organization; every minister 
of Christ lift up his voice with the same boldness on temperance, 
that he does on righteousness and judgment to come ; every mis- 
sionary of the Cross, lay it among the foundation stones of each 
church, planted in Heathen lands; everywhere and at all times 

should the whole Christian world stand forth, bold and decided ; 
antagonistical to this foul work of satan, which for thousands of 
years, has been doing its work of death. Church temperance organi- 
zations would secure universal organization, for, where is the place in 
Christendom, that is without a church ?—perpetuity to the cause, for 
while all other associations are transient, the church remains ;—a 
good foundation, for, amalgamated with the church, its basis 
would be the Bible ;—the blessing of God, for He loves His church 
and will take care of it to the end. 

Come up, then, churches of the living God ; come up, O Minis- 
ters of Christ to the help of this mighty enterprise. If there ever 
was a day for ministerial boldness, it isthe day in which we live ; if 
there ever was a cause in which it was demanded of every Chris- 
tian, to stand forth, firm and uncompromising, it is the cause which 
will banish drunkenness with all its curses, from earth, and leave 
man free in his intellect, free in his body, and free in all the appetites 
and passions of his nature to serve the living God. 


Lastiy, We say to the friends of temperance, throughout the 
nation and the world, as did the Prophet to his beloved country, 
“OQ JERUSALEM, be THOU INSTRUCTED.” 

The work you have undertaken and in part accomplished, is great 
and momentous beyond human conception. But “except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.”’ Greater 
folly can be imputed to no man, than to think of checking, curbing, 
and suppressing the outbreaks of inward, ever restless and despe- 
rate depravity, by mere human philosophy, socialism, organiza- 
tion, sympathy, brotherhood, moral suasion, or legal action. 
Useful each may be in its place, but Leviathan is not so tamed. 
He will laugh at the shaking of your spear. God, and God alone, 
the Almighty, He who overturneth the mountains and controls all 
the elements of nature, and binds the spirit, can root out and ex- 
terminate for ever that horrid evil against which you are arrayed. 
O look to him, weeping hearts! weeping, bleeding, agonized 
hearts, ‘ groaning and travailing in pain,” longing for earth’s re- 
demption from this curse. Look to Him from whom cometh 
help. Do this, and you and yours shall live. Do this, and your 
country shall be emancipated and saved. You shall see Satan 
cast as lightning from heaven; the fires of the pit extinguished, 
and the world’s redemption at the door. 
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A SHORT SERMON. 


THE CHURCH THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 
“Ye are the light of the World.”—Matthew, 15: 14. 


Tue church of Christ has a very important and responsible part 
to sustain, and duty to discharge, as the grand depository of the 
light and blessings of salvation. She is set as a “‘ city on a hill,” 
to give the light of life to all who dwell in the vales of this sin- 
clouded world; she is planted as a “ lighthouse”’ on the shores of 
time, to give men warning of the dangers to which they are ex- 
posed ; and if she prove false to her awful trust, and hide her light, 
or let it go out, woe to them that sit in darkness, and woe to them 
that are out upon the great deep of human error and corruption. 
Where shall men look for the knowledge of the way of life, when 
her light is hid? Who shall warn men of the evils of sin and the 
perils of eternal damnation, when her signal is no longer visible ? 

The light of the church, then, ought to be elevated. It ought to 
shine from a high point, so as to command the whole scene of 
danger, and to challenge the observation of the world. It ought to 
tower high above the lights of human discovery and human agency, 
so that men cannot mistake it, or fail to see it. The doctrines of 
the gospel, as they stand forth on the inspired page, are amazingly 
elevated in character, and superior to the teachings of human wis- 
dom ; they borrow nothing from man, they are all of God. And 
coming from such a source, they occupy a peculiar vantage ground, 
and shine in a light wholly their own, and with a power that con- 
victs and renews. Now Christians should, in all their teaching 
and living, come up to the high standard of gospel truth. 

‘Their mental and moral being must be made to correspond with 
the divine nature, and lofty claims, and authoritative teachings of 
the religion of the Son of God. They must take high ground on 
every question which relates to the glory of God, and the duty of 
man, and the well-being of the world, and maintain their position 
in a spirit that never yields or compromises. They are to stand 
by the law of God, in all its dread sanctions, and fearful annuncia- 
tions of wrath, without any abatement of its severity. They are 
to hold to the great fact of human apostacy and entire corruption ; 
the atonement of Christ as the only basis of reconciliation ; faith 
as the alone means of justification ; the necessity of regeneration, 
and the Scriptures as the only and as a sufficient rule of faith; 
they are to hold and teach these, as first and fundamental truths, 
however much opposed by a vain philosophy, or an earth-born re- 
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ligion. They are to plant their feet on the ground of a free, pure, 
spiritual church, a “ kingdom not of this world,”’ regardless of the 
anathemas of corrupt hierarchies, or the snares of formalism, or 
the rage of a sin-mad world. If they do this, they will] elevate 
their light far above the light of science, and reason, and worldly 
wisdom, and the world shall be constrained to see it, and confess 
it to be the “ light of the knowledge of the glory of God, as it 
shines in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

The moral sentiment and practice of the church, should always 
be in advance of the world as well as above it. She must take the 
lead in every work of real enlightenment and progress. She is 
God’s own chosen instrument for regenerating and saving the 
world. All other instruments are human and impotent, and can 
never, of themselves, succeed. She must let her light shine, or 
men will not see ; put forth her strength, or they will not be made 
alive; go forth in the name of the Lord and battle with error, cor- 
ruption, and evil, in its various forms, or no victory will be won; 
not a fetter will be broken; not a soul will be regenerated ; so- 
ciety will make no progress. Woe to this dark and sinful world, 
when the church of God sinks to a level with it in sentiment and 
character. Woe to it, when the light of the sanctuary is in no 
wise superior to the teachings of men—when the truth as held and 
practised by evangelical Christians, fails to reprove the world of 
sin, and gives no offence and furnishes no condemnation to unre- 
generated sinners. 

The light of the church ought to be kept ever burning and shin- 
ing. Her’s is the only light that beams upon the darkness of this 
world. Men are taught to expect instruction and warning from 
her. If they are sailing in dangerous seas, or hard by the dread- 
ful reefs, or approach the fatal breakers, they expect to see some 
signal of warning, and are deceived and ruined if they do not. 
And our criminality is without excuse or extenuation, if we let our 
light go out and thereby leave those who expect warning and 
guidance from us, exposed to all the perils of spiritual shipwreck. 
Oh, what hope is there for sinners; how morally inevitable is 
their endless ruin, when Christians fail to warn them from God ! 
And how often do they fail in this. In times of declension, like 
the present, how dimly burns the light on the watch-towers of Zi- 
on! darkness broods on the face of the deep; sinners dash care- 
lessly and recklessly on; no warning meets their eye or ear that 
danger and destruction are nigh, and they founder on some friend- 
less shore, or are dashed to pieces against some fatal rock. 

The light of Christians ought to shine witha clear, steady, and 
powerful lustre. It should shine with a radiance sufficient to il- 
lumine the whole scene of man’s duty and danger; pour forth a 
tide of effulgence so as no darkness shall remain unvisited and no 
mind be able to gainsay or resist it. A church may have the true 
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light, and yet it may shine so faintly as to be of no avail. She 
may hold to the truth, and yet so imperfect may be her advocacy 
and transmission of it, that her light will be a pale and uncertain 
one at best, failing to reach, with the power of conviction, the be- 
nighted hearts of perishing men. Or the truth she holds may be 
so covered up with human devices, so walled round with rites and 
forms, and ceremonies, as that the light is smothered and cannot 
burn and go forth to bless men. The church must possess the 
truth in its purity, and leave it free to act in its own native sim- 
plicity and divine spirituality, if she would convict the world of 
sin and bring it to Christ. If the teaching of her ministry be 
equivocal, wavering, or time-serving ; if her standards do not give 
a clear, honest, and manly annunciation of the truth; and more 
than all, if her members do not maintain personal purity, and stand" 
forth before the world in the effulgence and attractiveness of a 
sanctified nature, her light will only lure men toruin. Oh, it is a 
fearful thing for a church, set for the light of the world, to cor- 
rupt the pure oil of God’s truth by any human admixture, or to 
weaken and confine its light and power by the forms and observ- 
ances of a burdensome ritual, or to vary its teachings to suit the 
times or gain the favor of the world. Never was there a time 
when the light of Christianity, shining in its own matchless clear- 
ness and splendor, was more needed by the world. Never were 
Christians more loudly called upon by the passing signs of the 
times, by the actual state of the world, and by the light of the 
future, to put on boldness and speak out the honest truth without 
fear or favor; to speak as with one mouth for God and true reli- 
gion; to mingle their lights into one, and hang that light out 
in the face of the world, and let it burn and blaze till it shall 
spread from ‘pole to pole,”’ and be lost in the gathering brightness 
of the millennial day. 

Christians! remember that ye are “the light of the world.” 
Men’s hearts are full of darkness—-the world is ful] of darkness— 
but you have the light of Heaven, which guides to the cross, and 
makes wise unto salvation. O let it shine! By the mercy of 
Jesus—by the guilt of sin—by the misery of mankind—by the 
hastening doom of the sinner—by the joys of forgiveness, and the 
glories of heaven, be entreated to let the heavenly light go forth, 
and speed it on its blessed mission. Do not put it under a bushel ; 
do not let it go out; do not dim its lustre or confine its rays. 
Elevate it; keep it burning; trim and replenish it often; make it 
steady and uniform and brilliant as the light of day, “that men 


may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.’”’—Ep1Tor. 








